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tween a Churchman and a Diſenter. 


Church- H! Neighbour, I am heartily glad to ſee you ; I have long defired 
man. to have an hour's Diſcourſe: with you, that I might know you 
| . Sentiments of the Preſent Conjunttare. | - 
| © Diſſenter. Sir, I thank you'for my kind Reception, and ſh 

endeavour to make my*Viſtt as agreeable as I can. w 

Ch. Well, Neighbour, what do you think of the Times now ? 

Diſſ. Why, to tell you the truth, I cannot but be pleas'd with the Humour' of 
a Gentleman, who died'lately, and injoined his Relations to bury him with hi 
Face downward: faying, That in a ſhort time the World would be turned upſide 
down, and then he ſhould be the only Perſon who lay decently in his Grave. : |: 

Ch. Why, I muſt confeſs there has a conſiderable Revolution, but I hope we 
Churchmen have ſtill kept up our Reputation. | 

Diſſ. Ay to be ſure ; but I hear Hue and Cry has lately been ſent after your Dc 
Arines of Paſſive Obedience, Non-Reſiſt ance, Fure Divino-Monarchy, &c. And th 
fay ſome Roguiſh Fellow has pack'd them up, and run with them back as far as 
Forty one. THO he? | ; 146 

Ch. Indeed our Paſſive Obeaience and your Aadareſſes have been the two grea 
Supporters of the King's Hopes ; but-hehas now found, to his Sorrow, that we no 
more defigned to obey Arbitrary Commands, than you Addreſs'd for rhe Eſtabliſh» 
ment of Popery: But here's the Miſchief of it, you Diſſenters-will ſtill be con- 
demning us before you have heard us either Explain our Doctrines, or Diſtinguiſh 


D:ſ. Come, come, don't tell me of Explaining or. Diſtinguiſhing, Honeſty is 
Uniform, and needs no ſuch Shifts: Why did : you not Explain and DES 
while the Court ſmil'd, and you had the Whip in your hands > As for our Addref- 
fing, 'tis plain to all the World we only defigned to return the King Thanks-for 
that Common Liberty and Eaſe we had from your Severities. 

» Ch. *Pray' Neighbour, be not ſo warm ; you know the Complement was attend- 
ed with the Promiſe of Lives and Fortunes ; bur, not to be too nice upon your 
Good-Breeding in the Caſe ; lend mebuta little Patience and I'll demonſtrate to you 
that the Proceedings both of our Clergy and Laity in this late Revolution have been 
— to their former DoGtrines, Reaſon it ſelf, and the Conſtitutions of this 
Kingdom. | opt 

D:ſ. Well, I commend y”=_ at leaſt for fair Promiſes, I wiſh you perform them 
better than a Great Man before you has performed his. Weez | | 

Ch. That I ſhall leave to the Judgment of the Impartial: Burt firſt of all I mwſt 
craveleave to tell ous That I ſhall not here undertake to defend the extravagant / 
Notions of every , who, __ Proſpect of Advantage, might flatter the * 
Court with his own Chimera's : But, by the aforeſaid Doftrines, I mean : thoſe ge- ' 
nerally preached up by the. Learned and Unbyaſs'd Clergy, and approved of by all * 
the thinking Men of our Church, A2 Dif. 1 


| £47 
muft confeſs canfek I'cannot expeRt y ou ſhould defend the Exceſſes & 9p 
ovice ; EIA Fr o——_— in 
ch were Aſſerted ante Amy moaned | 
Fe King with 
l with 


[72 | non therefor ir Kore; Ef pay Derprines yer Aron 


t \ Invader, __ had ſb. _o__ Aﬀſerres . Paſſfoe Je Obeige Gek joking Fc. 
d had taken ſeveral Qaths, dif: them upon any Pretence whatfocver, to take 
—_ withovt the od: Order, &c. 7, he wb 5a Riddle cf _ | 
Ck. Your Objettion I $ 1s weighty, obvious and the common talk } - 
ae being pecpared:by many Premeditations.on this Subject, if you pla to. lend 
de a little Attention, I ſhall endeavour to. fart your Diſkculdis. 
Di. 'Fis what my Charity much. 
Ch, Firſt, therefore, to deal ingeniouſly with you, 1 conſe, at the beginning 
this Revolution I was under 2 very great Surprze: I, who have been in Arms 
x His Majeſty, a warm ftickler for the Church. of Z land, up with all 
he: Bravado's and Exceſſes of an Oxford Lo alty, muſt needs be Alarmed to hear 
ur. Nobility and Gentry beating up; for the "of Orange, even mm the Bowels 
Four Country. But when came more: ſerioully to: refleck ypon_the Foundations 
Four Govyernment,. as well as thoſe antecedent tions. which God Almighty has 
ved as. his own inviolable Prerogative, I began. to Regulate my Zeal by calmer 
acaſures.: And making a more impartial and ſtrict Inquiry into the Opinions of 
earned Men concerning the Regal Power, I found this molt generally agreed upon ; 
- That:the Obedience and Diſobedience of SubjeCts muſt be norm y the pect= 
jar Conſtitutions of every ago, without bs teal Gn to the Jewiſh Polity ,/ 
where things: were determined by God: Command, or. the Beha- 
rof the Prunitive Chriſtians, who. bad few or no Legal Rights ta Art. 
- - Dif. Ay, but you Churchmen flattered the Court fo long, till our Conſtititions 
Xe allowed up in the Abyſs of Prerogative. 
4 Ch. I IT -while Kings:are a Protettion. to Liberty, Property and Rel. 
gipn, the World is naturally prone to flatter them ; neither would it be gadd Breed-. 
hg to make too nice-Inquiries inte, the Limits. of a Prince while he does not exceed 
2m ; but when Diftreſs comes: 1 _ wes CIR, neo rugs 
is ſacred to us lies at Stake, then the Inquiry 1s notonly juſt but neceffary. - 
- Diſſ. What Conditions therefore will you Churchmen at length confine your 
Prince too ? 
5s Why; I ſhall preſent ou with a ſhort but impartial view of the Conſtitutions 
this Kingdom, as I find them moſt faithfully. nuoully repreſented by the 
a[:Martyr in his. Anfwer to the Nineteen Arbgatſions) m theſe Words, viz. 
Real. being Three kinds of Government among Men, Abſalute Monarchy, Ariftc= 
cracy and-Demecracy, and all theſe having their particular Conveniences and Incon- 
veniences, the Experience and Wiſdom of our Anceſtors hath ſo moulded rhis out 
of a miitare of thes, as to-give to. this Kingdom the Convemences of all Three, 
without the Inconveniences of any one, as long as Eng hangs even between 
the Three Eftates, and they *chad or waging nd , &c. In this 
c the Laws are jointly made by a King, Hou Peers, —_ Houſe of Com- 
* mons, choſen by the P le, wY _ free Votes, .and particular Privileges, &c. 
© And:in this Kind of Regw/; , that the Prince may not make uſe of his 
[ons 6p oh Her of th fo ; who Good h — and makouto of the ons 
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< of Publifle Neceffity for the gain of his private Favorites and" Followers, to the 
© detrimentof his People ; the Houſe of Commons (an excellent Conferver of Libe 
<.is ſolely entruſted with the Levying of Moneys, and the Impeaching of thote, 
« for their:own Ends, countenanced by any furreptitioully gotten Cangmand 
© of the King, have vi that Law which he is bound to proteft, &4. Since 
© therefore the Power Legally.placed in:both Houſes, is more than ſufficient to'Pre- 
© ent and Reſtrain the Power of Tyranny, &c. Our Anſwer is, * Nolumns leges An) 
« olie matari. So far this Royal Author. And indeed whatcould a generous Princg 
acknowledge, or a Privilege-aflerting Subject defire more > Ther oe. 
whole, it appears by the Confeſſion of the beft of Men, as well as the wiſe of Princes 
that we are under a Government fo well appointed for Society and the Exigencie: 
ef humance Kind, thar nothing but Folly can think of Eftabliſhing a better, and 
nothing. but a Jeſuit diſturb.it: The Scriptures themſelves ſeem to have meant it 
when they tell us that Ceſar's Prerogative muſt never come in Competition with that 
of God Almighty, and that Governors ſhall be a Terror to evil Works. Here King 
| and Peoplehave each their Territories, andall the Proviſion imaginable made againfl 
thoſe Diſtrations which either Intereſt or Paſſion ſhould atrempe. From all whichf 
what can. be-more — but that we in this m_ are by no means} 
obliged to reſign up/our ſelves to Violence and Oppteſſion, but that Patſive Obedi-} 
ence has its Limits, and the Oath. of Allegiance 1ts Reſtrictions : A regulated and} 
eonditionated Monarch can expect no Obedience from me but what is Conditional} 
roo; and what an Abfurdity does it ſeem, that by a Legal Oath I ſhould Swear an 
abſolute Obedience to that Authority which is not Abſolute. Befides, thoſe Subfi- | 
dies which were'granted by the-Clergy: in ſeveral of Queen Z/iz. her Parliaments} 
for the Relief of the French, Datch and Stotch Proteſtants, againſt their effors, | 

inty ſhew that it was all along the Opinion of the: Church to Refiſt in caſe RI | 
and Religion were Invaded : Neither am I perſwaded that the learned and unt {| 
aſs'd Clergy of our preſent Church ever meant any other Obedience than an ative 
Conformity to the Intent of the Law, or a Paſſive Submifſion to the Penalties of it: 
Therefore- though upon the Foundations of our Govrrnment, an impatient Spirit | 
might with a great ſhew of Reafon eſtabliſh a very extenſive Latitude, in aſferting } 
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the ny" Right; Jtin Favourof Monarehy, which I Reverence, and with | 
tothe. wary tk. ak I ſhall only now trouble you with theſe  aptnaber> ve 


ſuppoſing a mixt Government ; 1. That Suſpicions and Jealoufies of a Prince's fini- f 
ſter Deſigns are no ſufficient Grounds for Subjects violently to aſſert their Rights, 
but in this Caſe the Event of things mult be left to Providence. 2. That though 
one Man or a greater number of Men receive manifeſt Injuries by the Abuſes of Go- | 
vernment, - yet while they are but/an inconfiderable part of the Community, they 
are in Duty-bound rather ro ſubmitto effion, than interrupt the common Peace: 
But, 3. When Dangers become demonſtrable, when Religion it {:If, and the very | 
Foundations of Government are ſo undermined by the Inftmuations of an inconfide- | 
rable party, who have obtained the Ear of their Prince, that its. unavoidable Ruine | 
muſt neceffarily follow. In this Caſe] cannot ſee any 'Reafon why Right may not | 
be aſſerted. Burt, 4+ When a Forei Primee with 2 confiderable Army Invades by Na- 
tion, upon/pretence of putting ſtop to ſuch violent Proceedings, beſides, perhaps, | 
ſome juſt Cauſes of a War ; I fay in this Caſe, That the whole Nation may and | 
ought to riſe and put themſelves m ſych a Poſture, that they may be able to return | 
bim Thanks according to the Merits of his Favours, without being jealous of his | 
Sr Great | 
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mtneſs. -And indeed our preſent Caſe is ſo Circumſtantiated, that I 

x it may be parallelled in Hiſtory ; and tet any Man tell me where the 
Limited Monarchy, tixed out with the Abuſes of Government, did by fighring for' 
er King encourage —_ by the Blood of Thouſands, when they might ef- 


queſtibh whe-' 
of 


ct a Treaty in-all probability with little: & no Blood-ſhed, by joining with' a' 
ince of their own Intereſt, who, perhaps, can ſhew more jutt Cauſes of a War” 
lan one ? | | | | 
_Diſſ. 1 muſt confe(s-what you have ſaid ſeems to carry a great deal of Reaſon and 
loderation with it, which I muſt allow. WW, 
Ch. Let but a moderate Papiſt lend me one grain of his own Principles, and I am 
pnfident he cannot -but be of my Mind ; for may we but modeſtly meaſure rhe 
ing's future Proceedings ( had: we truſted him with Victory ) by thoſe we had al- 
zady cen, how diſmal would the:Proſpect be > Should we but recolle&t how. bare- 
aced[y he has been ſtricking at the Northern Hereſte ever ſince the Oxford Parlia- 
nent; What Mercy could we expect > How far ſome of the Proteſtant Nobility: 
vere engagedin an Aflociation to aſſert their Rights, I ſhall not here pretend to de- 
mine, but this we may modeſtly preſume, Thatall their Crimes were ſeen through 
; Popiſh Magnifying-Glaſs, and no Artifice, negletted to Rume them. An: mge- 
ious Gentleman was. deſervedly applauded+-for his Rhetorical Colours in the Nar- 
ative of that Conſpiracy, and I was well pleaſed with a Gentleman's Fancy, who 
magined another Intereſt would now engage him to atone for his —_ Conti- 
auance in the -— 1% wnponengy Court, by Writing what he obſerved of Pop 
Deſigns, during his ſtay there.. - Another eminent Inſtance of thoſe Violences which 
were Encouraged above, was the Preſenting Two and fifty Perſons in the County of 
Vorthampten as diſaffected to the Government, -and branding them with all the 
Scandals imaginable ; many of which, I perſonally know to be as Faithful-ro the 
Crown, and 1n all Reſpects .as honeſt and worthy Gentlemen as any 1n the King- 
dom. But to come nearer the Preſent ConjuntFare, how were our Laws, Pro- 
pertics, and all, proſtituted by a tew Diſpenſing Gentlemen, ſome of them perfectly 
ncapable of any Place of Truſt, and all of ſuſpected Integrity. How ſurprizing was 
it to ſee perſons of the moſt contemptible Character placed among our Biſhops ; and 
all the facred Authority 46-7 in a Court, which was ereted gin. an expreſs A&t 
of Parliament 2 What a Riddle was it that our learned Prelats ( hitherto the great 
Supporters of the Crown) ſhould be Impriſoned for —_—_ according to their Con- 
{ciences, in refuſing to Read that which — to eſtabliſh the greateſt Liberty of 
Conſcience > Could any one that faw Six hundred Scholars up in Arms, and chearfully | 
demonſtrating their Loyalty;in the Weſtern Rebellion, ever think ro ſee the Fellows 
of Magaalen College iegratefully turned out-like Dogs, and perhaps one of the fineſt 
Tr in Ezrope become a Kennel tor Miſcreants, who were more unworthy to 
be Members of an Univerſity, upon the account of their Inſufficiency, than they were 
incapable of it by Law? It ſeem'd almoſt a Jeſt to me to ſee in Chriff-Church perſons of 
that eminent Character and Learning, ſuperintended by a Wretch not ft for common 
Converſe. In which Society there is a Perſon in'whom the Gentleman and the Scho- 
lar do very eminently meet, and who for his happy Conduct and great Care to main- 
tain the Repute of that College during theſe Violences; has certainly now all the 
Title to the Deanry that either merit, or the common Rules of . Gratitude can aft- 
ford him. But to proceed, I ſay toſee howall Freedom of EleQions to Parliament was 
In a manner taken away ; how the Poll at Northampton was like to be ey 
ag Powder 
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Powder and Bullet, and*the whole Government managed'by Father Petre's, Pex 
Lob, and aYfew more fuch mercenary Wretches ; and all this to introduce a Religion 
contrary to Scripture, and deſtruCtive of all Society,for which we expected great ngs 
would have been ſaid while the Aſſerters of it had Command of the Preſs, and th 
Countenance of a Prince, yet nothing was produced but Fallacy and Nonſenſe 
Theſe, I ſay, ( not to mention the ſubverting Succeſſion, a League with France, anc 
thoſe horrid Murthers laid to the Court ) are Provocations too great even for Primi- 
. tive Obedience: Burt ſeeing theſe Violences have in.all probability found their pe 
riod, and the Betrayers of God and their Country are now coming to Anſwer for 
themſelves, I ſhall leave further Reflections to a free and unbyaſs'd Parliament. _ - 
Difſ. Ay, but what was it that encouraged theſe Violences > Was it not your un, 
ſcaſonable Zeal for an unlimited Obedience? your Oxford Decree, and ſuch like Mo- 
numents of the Heats of that Age > | | 
Ch. Why, to tell you lincerely my Opinion in the Cafe ; I am perſwaded there were 
Two Parties in the Nation undermining the Government; . the one by more ſecret anc 
myſterious Methods endeavoured to introduce Popery ; the other by more evident an 
bare-faced Proceedings, attempfed the Extirpation of Monarchy : Therefore the Gene: 
rality of the Churchmen being more ſenſible of the Defigns of the latter, endeavourec 
to ſtand like Aoſes in the Gap with thoſe you term unſeaſonable  Doftrines, which 1 
| alfo take tobe the Occaſion of the Oxford Decree ;- for though in my own private 
Opimon I never approv'd of it, but wifhed it n_ have periſh'd in the ſame Rogue 
with the Books it condemned ; yet I am ſo well ſatisfied of the Learning and Intes 
prity of thole worthy Gentlemen who were chiefly concerned in it, that I do really 
& 5 it was only promoted for the Preſervation of the Government. +4 
- Diff. Ay, you Churchmen have ſuch a way of Reſpecting one another, that you 
had like to have fooled us, ang your ſelves out of all ; neither could I ever find you 
wk ſenſible of the approaching Calamities till Oppreſſion touch'd your own Copys 
olds. | | | 
* - Ch, What you Object to us in this Caſe ſeems to redound to our greateſt Honour; 
for by our Principles we had always fuch a Reverence for Monarchy, that we werg 
willing. to, connive-at the failings. of a, Prince as long as we could ; but having ous 
Rights effabliſhed by Law, we knew when we came to be oppreſs'd : The very Fouri+ 
dations of our Goyernment were aſſaulted, and ſo we were forced to make Enquiry 
into- our Conſtitutions. | _— 
_ Diff. So then at length you will acknowledge the Prince of Orange not only to be 
a greatburt a juſt Deliverer. 
Ch. Since I have been better acquainted with the horrid Deſigns of our Adverſaries, 
and found the Conteſt to be only between Papiſt and Proteſtant, I am not only 
highly ſenſible of the Prince's Generofity, but have mferred the Juſtice of his Caule 
from the marvellous Providences which have wrought his ſucceſs : It is certainly part 
of his Character, that as his firſt Pretences were modeſt, fo Fortune has not tempted 
him to excecd them ; and we have {till all the Reaſon in the World to imagine 
that he only generouſly deſigned to relieve us from Opgreties. without any ſiniſter 
Intent of making himſelf Great : - The Noble Cauſe he has undertaken is the Pro- 
reftant Intereſt, and I doubt not but. the Lord of Hoſts will Fight his Battels. Indeed 
the Succeſs of this his firft Enterprize has been ſo wonderful and ſurprizing, that it 
will make an Annal ſuſpected, and ſeem a Fable to Poſterity ; For who will believe 
that a King, who, had he acted agreeably to the true Intereſt of himſelf and gh 
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tight have beeri-almoſt the Biſatice of Chriſtendom; who'was prepareit with -a 
ling Army, and always Remarkable for his Condit ii War, fhould be invaded 
ly a near Neighbour, Son, and Nephew ; and now in a Months timefo generally 
eſerted by his NobYicy, Gentry, and Military Forces; as to chooſe, before the Sword 
as drawn, to fly for Refuge to 4 Prince whoſe Title-he and his Anceſtors had lon 
iſputed > This, T fay. (as the Learned Dr. Burner Argues at large)” was the' Lords 
bing, and ougfit to be marvellous m our Eyes. Sk Aetna 
Difſ. Tt was indeed an unparallell'd A& of Providence ; but now our Delive- 
ance 8 ſo far Compleated,- what are you Churchmen willmg to do towards an *Ac- 
tommodation, and to the- Healing of thoſe Differences which in a great meaſure 
nave contribated to the Growth of _— pts wh 5 DR AR 
- Ch. Though it be far above my CharaCter to diftate what is fitteft-to be done at 
O great and difficult a Comjunttare, yet my humble Wiſhes, are, that the Gyardians 
nd Supporters of our Church may reſolve ſuch Condeſcentions as may fatisfie 
'&a e Men, and prevent any longer Diflenfions amongft us: Yet this I would 
dviſe you and your Party, 5. e. to tay till you are Invited, and not to thruſt your 
elves into our Church :: We are now in the hopefal C775 of our Fever; and there- 
ore yon yore ro take care leaſt by tampering too much, you difturb Nature in 
hoſe methods ſhe has took to digeſt her Humours, and fo ruineall. - Iam not igno- 
rant that at the beginning'of the Reformation when a Church was to be mage ont of 
Church, ſeveral Ceremonies were retained in'Compliance to'that Age which a vio- 
lent Alteration would have too much furprized ; but now the Humours of Men' be. 
ing changed may juſtly be laid afide : On the other hand, Tam' periwaded with the 
Luthor of Fox's and Firebranits, that Rowe has all along been indyftrious to foment 
pur Diviſions, by ſending us Emiffaries; who 'could artificially. diflemble a tender 
Conſcience, and make'credulous People believe tharall the Decencies of our Worſhip 
were nothing but Foppery, Superſtition, and the Remainders of Popery* Therefore 
I fay my Wiſhes are, that a Free and Unbyaſs'd Parliament will tread the. middle 
math, bearing an equal Refpe& to the Decencies of our Church, and, the tender 
Donſciences of reaſonable men. made: egy Ta 
*- Dif. Well, Neighbour, I am heartily glad to ſeerheſe Japy effects of our Calarni- 
ies, and, as I think, there'can be no Government LIED ctly appointed as to ſatishe 
all, yer I approve fo well of your Temper and Wiſhes, that I hope we may all 
Unite upon ſuch or the like terms. Fen a 
: | Ch. Therefore to end our Diſpute,l ſhall only now detain you with my hearty Pray- 
ers that the Reſult of this enſuing Convention on Far. 22. may be happi y to ſettle the 
Crown 5 and that in the ſucceeding Parhament, the management of theſe Difficulties 
may fall into the hands of fuch Wiſe and Unbyaſs'd Perſons, that Peace and Truth 
nay be eſtabliſhed upon everhſting Foundations, and no finifter Intereſt 'interrupt 
fegrat a Deſtgn. ; 
.* Diſſ. Sir, You have mfinitely encouraged me to wait upon you oftner, we . being 
I think now either both Chxrchmer, or both Diſſenters. | 
-- Ch. Sir, The Deſign of this Conference wasto tell you freely my Sentiments, and 
I intend ere long to make it more publick, being willing to'provoke ſome more 
learned and qudicous Pen'to perfect what I havehere weekly attempted. |__ . * 


Farewel, » 
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